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I. Basis of the report 

1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of (substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in 
response to an invitation under Articie 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments.): 

Description, pages: 

1 -24 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1 -21 as received on 09/03/1 999 with letter of 08/03/1 999 

Drawings, sheets: 

1/7-7/7 as originally filed 

2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

3. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

4. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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V. 



Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. 



Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Yes 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-21 



Inventive step (IS) 



Yes: 
No: 



Claims 
Claims 



1-21 



Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1 -21 

No: Claims 

2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 

VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 

see separate sheet 
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V. Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(il) with regard to novelty, inventive 
step and industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such 
statement . . . 



The following documents have been considered for the purposes of this report: 

D1: US-A-5 481 539 
D2: GB-A-2 291 564 
D3: EP-A-0 689 303 



1 . Document D2 describes a method for transmitting data between a mobile station 
(15(2)) located within a zone of reduced coverage and a base station (11), with 
the help of another mobile station used as a relay (15(1)) (cf. in particular pages 
5-6 and figure 1). 

Furthermore, document D2 specifies that, beside such a base station, the mobile 
communication network may comprise similar base stations which are capable of 
communication between each other, e.g. through wired cables (cf. end of page 



The Applicant is of the opinion that the subject-matter of claim 1 differs from the 
subject-matter of D2 in that D2 does not explicitly disclose a cellular 
communication system and furthermore does not envisage the non-overlapping of 
the zones of the coverage of the different base stations. 

Concerning the first point, it is considered that although the word "cellular" is not 
used expressis verbis in document D2, a network comprising different base 
stations linked together by radio channels or through wired cables, each base 



16). 



Form PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 1) (EPO-April 1997) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY International application No. PCT/GB98/00661 
EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET 



station defining a zone of coverage (i.e. a cell), would be, at the date of priority of 
the invention (1997), understood as a cellular network by a skilled person working 
in the field of telecommunications. It is impossible to imagine that a skilled person, 
just because the word cellular is not mentioned, or because no details are given 
about the handoff between the different cells, would, in 1997, think that all these 
base stations linked together would not or could not work as a cellular system. 

Concerning the second point, it is true that document D2 does not mention that 
the zones of coverage are not overlapping. However, document D2 does not 
exclude this possibility either. The Applicant is of the opinion that, because all the 
"conventional" arrangements have overlapping zones, document D2 has also to 
be interpreted the same way by the skilled person when considering a plurality of 
zones working together. In other words, according to the Applicant, there is no 
suggestion in D2 not to follow these "conventional" arrangements. 
This opinion, however, cannot be shared by the International Preliminary 
Examining Authority in that if the "conventional" arrangements have to have 
overlapping zones of coverage it is to avoid the existence of dead zones of 
coverage. However, a skilled person, trying to interpret document D2 in order to 
position the different zones of coverage between each other, would realize that, 
in the "unconventional" arrangement of D2, dead zones are not an issue because 
an extra-zone of coverage is achieved by the use of mobile stations acting as 
repeaters. In other words, there would be no necessity for the system of D2 to 
have overlapping zones. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 , therefore, does not involve an inventive step and 
the requirements of Article 33(3) of the PCT are not met. 

2. Independent claim 13, although phrased as an apparatus claim, is nonetheless a 
repetition of the subject-matter of claim 1 and hence does not meet the 
requirements of the PCT for the same reasons. 

3. The dependent claims 2 to 12 and 15 to 21 do not seem to contain any subject- 
matter which, in combination with the subject-matter of the claim on which they 
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are dependent, would lead to a claim involving inventive activity (Article 33(3) of 



Their subject-matter is indeed either directly derivable from the above-cited 
documents or concerns simple embodiments without inventive merit in 
themselves. 

VII. Certain defects in the international application 

1 . To meet the requirements of Rule 6.3(b) PCT the independent claims should be 
properly cast in the two-part form, with those features which in combination are 
part of the prior art (presumably document D2), being placed in the preamble. 

2. To meet the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, documents D1 to D3 should be 
identified in the description and the relevant background art disclosed therein 
should be briefly discussed. 

3. Following from the disclosure of document D2, a statement indicating the 
technical problem to be solved by the invention requires revision, which 
should be effected taking the requirements of Rule 5.1(a)(iii) PCT into account. 

4. Reference signs in parentheses should be inserted in all the claims to increase 
their intelligibility, Rule 6.2(b) PCT. This applies to both the preamble and 
characterising portion. 



5. Figures 8a and 8b do not fulfil the requirements of Rule 11.11 PCT (words in 

drawings). It is therefore suggested to add reference numerals beside each block 
of the flow diagrams and to introduce these references in the corresponding 
description. 



the PCT). 
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6. The general statement "incorporated herein by reference" in lines 5-6 on page 8 is 
not clear. Therefore, either a short acknowledgement of the relevant subject- 
matter of the corresponding document, to which said statement refers, should, in 
accordance with Article 34(2)(b) PCT, be added to the description, or, if said 
document is not relevant for the performance of the invention, such statement 
should be deleted (cf. also PCT Guidelines Chap-ll-4.17 and 6.3). 
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